{\rtf1\ansi {\colortbl;\red0\green0\blue0;\red0\green0\blue255;\red0\green255\blue255;\red0\green255\blue0;\red255\green0\blue255;\red255\green0\blue0;\red255\green255\blue0;\red255\green255\blue255;}{\fonttbl{\f0\froman\cpg0\fcharset0 Times New Roman;}{\f1\fswiss\cpg0\fcharset0 Arial;}{\f2\froman\cpg1252\fcharset0 Times New Roman;}{\f3\fswiss\cpg1252\fcharset0 Arial;}{\f4\froman\cpg1251\fcharset204 Times New Roman;}{\f5\fswiss\cpg1251\fcharset204 Arial;}{\f6\froman\cpg1250\fcharset238 Times New Roman;}{\f7\fswiss\cpg1250\fcharset238 Arial;}{\f8\froman\cpg1257\fcharset186 Times New Roman;}{\f9\fswiss\cpg1257\fcharset186 Arial;}{\f10\froman\cpg1254\fcharset162 Times New Roman;}{\f11\fswiss\cpg1254\fcharset162 Arial;}{\f12\froman\cpg1253\fcharset161 Times New Roman;}{\f13\fswiss\cpg1253\fcharset161 Arial;}{\f14\froman\cpg1255\fcharset177 Times New Roman;}{\f15\fswiss\cpg1255\fcharset177 Arial;}}\paperw12240\paperh15840 \sectd \sbknone \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 CHAP. III.]                   LAST  YEARS.                               555}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 such subjects. He called it hollow, empty; he held that it paralysed Christianity by depriving it of the character of an exceptional revelation, unique and mysterious. Thus he writes to his sister Mari\-anne : ' I believe that we have a revelation which is quite different from a recognition of the truths of the reason, that Christ is true God and true Man; that his death has reconciled us to God ; that virtue and happiness, unattainable without him, are the fruits of the redemption....' If these mysteries were denied or explained away he held that reli\-gion lost in the first place all its influence over the people; thus he writes :}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 Of pulpit eloquence the dry cold reason which loses itself in exegetical and metaphysical inquiries is incapable. An intellec\-tual man thus trained will deliver instructive discourses, but will not touch the heart, and the great mass of middling preachers of this kind are to the uneducated unintelligible) to the half-educated tiresome, and to the educated intolerable. What then is the use of pulpit eloquence that empties the churches ? But the sermon even of a very ordinary preacher who is humble, pious, and anxious for the spiritual welfare of his flock, finds ever a suscepti\-ble audience through the pious feeling that reigns in it, through the operation of the Spirit of God, through the power of prayer.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 And besides he finds the absence of a command\-ing and awful religion demoralising to all classes :}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 If in old times those who worshipped Christ and his Father were often tempted away from the faith that made them happy by the threat of tortures, so now there is a supercilious way of think\-ing which despises all divine things, there are bad principles widely diffused which furnish an excuse for every passion and every breach of faith, and an easily applied sedative in the doctrine of the uselessness of all earnest and persevering effort; and this is the temptation, not less dangerous if less violent, which now swells the number of worldlings and commonplace people.}\par }